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Occalioned by the DEATH of l 
Mrs. MaRTHA Tart, 
Who departed this Life, Sept. 4, 17 57s 
In the Thirty- fifth Year of her Age. 


- And of ber Two CittLoneN, 1 


| 70 HW and MARTHA, 
Aged Seventeen Days. 


And all wept and bewailed her : but he ſaid, 
4 Ne not; ſhe is not dead, but ſleepeth. 
Luke viii. * 


— I ben Aach Friends part, 
"Tis the 2 die. — my heart! no more. 
Dr. Vovno. 
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"My WG MOTHER, 


We. by >> AR Ds DA 3 7 5 
MP Wor THY BROTHER, we. 


FO MN TATE 


UTY and ſympathy oblige me to 

dedicate the following diſcourſe 
— to You, who are ſo deeply af- 
fected with its mournful occafion. © 
If by this attempt I may adminiſter a 
cordial to my widowed parent, bending 

under the load of age and grief; andpour 
the goſpel-oil into a wound openedin the 
heart of my brother; I ſhall feel a moſt 
ſenſible relief to my own mind, under 
the loſs of an affectionate ſiſter. Ste me 
leave to add, the hopes that ſome impreſ- 
ſions may be made by this diſcourſe on 
the mind of the dear motherleſs babe (if 
ſpared) have encouraged me to let it ap- 
pear in print. 

As the prejudices of human thought 
will form a medium agreeable to their 
own nature, for the mind to ſee through; 
J am in ſome meaſure prepared for the 
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is, the hearty prayer of him, who, by this 
dedication, is deſirous of offering his ſmall 


Dec. 31, 1757. 


DEDICATION. 
different cenſures the world may pals 
upon this performance. But as in fubject 
bids me look beyond the grave, it will, 1 
hope, help me to look down with indif- 
ference on any reflections ill nature ſhall 
V | 
That many, by our lofs, may gain fome 
ſpiritual good, and thatwe, who now for- 
row, may ſoon meet where tears never fall, 


tribute of duty to fo tender a parent, and 


of making known his profound regard 


for ſo affectionate a brother; the prayer 


of him, who, with a ſolemn pleaſure on 
this occaſion, ſubſcribes himſel, 


HFonour' d Mapay, 101 off) 


Tu fmpathiſing Brother, | 


L 4 


Bell. Lare, Spital- Fields, n „ | f 


Edward Hitchin. 
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T THESSAL.. iv. ty 
But I would not Ae you 70 5 ; des 


rant, brethren, concerning them 
which are aſleep, that ye - ſorrow 
not, even as others which have 70 
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＋ the drci defire of one, with | 
whom, by the ſtrength of grace 
and nature, J am in cloſe alliance, 
I read theſe words for our ſpititual conſolation; 
and holy edification.——I need not inform 
you, how affecting to human nature, parting 
with the deareſt relations muſt be to. fuch, 
who are ſtrangers to a ſtoſcal apathy, or a 
ſtupid indolence: at the fame time, we 
ought not to be ſtrangers to thoſe divine com- 
forts, which faith feeds upon in the abſente 
(I will not call it the Iſs) of our neareſt 
friends, | 
My text wilt prove that the death of a 
chriſtian relation is only to be viewed as 4 
| ſeparation for a little time, till a meeting 
in eternity ſhall be graciouſly afforded. 
B For 


WE | pow ll 
For our E of this text, upon 
fuch a very ſtriking occafion, let us 


; I. Explain the eſpecial deſign of the words 
in connection with the ſubſequent context. 


II. View diſtinctly the ideas contained in 
them, for the help of our faith in- its moſt. 
| a ntinps 2 

I. I Would explain the eſpecial deb of 
the words in connection with the W 
context. 

TT heffalonians, w whom the inſpired 
writer directs his epiſtle, had lately, by the 
power of grace, been. called out of the re- 
gions of heatheniſh darkneſs : and tho', as 
4 church of Chriſt collectively conſidered, 
they were ſound in their judgement and holy 
in their walk; yet, upon a careful ſurvey 
of the epiſtle, you will find that ſeveral of 
their heathenifh notions and practices were 

ſtill in part retain'd by ſome among them ʒ 

their ideas, particularly of the doctrine 

of the reſurrection, and the time of the 

Lord's ſecond coming, were very chaotic 

and confuſed : the thought of their dear 

brethrens bodies being laid in the grave, there 
to turn to corruption, while, through the in- 
fancy of their knowledge, they expected 
his ſpeedy approach, fill'd them with an hur- 
- rying diſtraction. It appears very evident 
1 A from 
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from the mode of the apoſtle's reafunings 
In the context, that they labour'd under. great 
perplexity and. diſtreſs, by, :reaſon of ns, 
miſtake, _ 0 
The apoſtle tenderly. introduces. 100 * 
ſtrates the grand doctrine of the Reſurrection 
and in our text moſt familiarly writes to. 
them, like a ſpiritual father, in the greateſt 
ſoftneſs of expreſſion, that he might allure | 
their minds to the ſubject. 
But 1 would not have you. ignorant, 
© brethren, concerning them who are aſleep. 
| Obſerve, he avoids the word dead, im the in- 
troduction of the ſubject ; that hereby he 
might ſtrike their minds with a comfortable 
and pleaſant idea of death, he calls it /zep 
— That ye ſorrow not even as others who 
7 have no hope, —yield not, as if he had 
ſaid, to that immoderate flogd.. of ſorrow,, 
which thoſe do who have no expectation of 
ſceing them again, but conſider the dead as 
for ever loſt, You ſee the hopeleſs ſorrow 
of the heathens, concerning their dead, ex- 
preſſed Levit. xix. 28. Ye ſhall not make 
any cuttings in your fleſh for the dead, 
*. nor print any marks upon you: I am je- 
* hovah, Which text. ſeems to carry in it 
a prohibition of conformity to the cuſtom of 


0 heathens, who thro' deſperate grief, ig- 
„ "- nmorant 
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norant of the reſurrection, having no hope 
of ſeeing them more, inſtamped a painful 
remembrance, by cutting their fleſh, &c. 
I am Jenovan, I am the ſelf-exiſting eſ- 
ſence, with whom there is infinite ability to 
accompliſh all I haye promiſed ; in whom 
therefore let my Iſrael truſt for the reſur- 
rection of their bodies. The apoſtle, in the 
next verſe, ſhews what ſtrong hold there is 
for their anchor, hope : ver. 14. © For if we 
© believe that Jeſus died, and roſe again; 

even ſo them alſo which ſleep in Jeſus will 
God bring with him.“ By this connection 
you ſee, that the believess hope reſts in the 
death and reſurrection of Chriſt. If Quilt 
js not riſen; our hope has no baſis. 

It is difmal to look into the grave, if 
theſe two, viz, the death and reſurrection 


of Chriſt are not appropriated by faith. 
'v Even fo them alſo which ſleep in Jeſus will | 


God bring with him.“ The whole com- 
pany of the dead ſhall be brought with 
Chriſt, who could not be complete in his 


| myſtical | body, if one (yea if one) was 
miſſing. 


The apoſtle een next to thi all 


difficulties, and ſpeaks of the day of Chriſt 


in the moſt eaſy addreſs; ver. 14. For 
f this we ſay unto you, by the word of the 
Lord; 


(5) 
Lord; that we which are alive, and re- 
* main unto the coming of the Lord, ſhall 
not prevent them which are aſleep.“ The | 
deſign of the word we is to expreſs the 
oneneſs of the church of Chriſt, Thot 
none of the apoſtles, or thoſe living, ſhould 
remain alive to that day; yet the dead, and 
the living which belong to Chriſt, making 
but one church, the apoſtle thus expreſſes 
himſelf, © we which are alive ſhall not pre- 
vent them who are aſleep.” The once 
rotten dead, and now diffuſed in duſty par- 
ticles over the earth, ſcattered into millions 
of atoms, ſhall, by the almighty power of 
God, be collected, animated, and raiſed to 
meet their Lord, Yea, tho the argument 
runs thus ſtrong, we find it increaſes in the 
next verſe; where the inſpired writer lets 
them know, that thoſe who ſhould be alive 
ſhould be ſo far from preventing the reſur- 


rection of the dead, that they ſhould not bs 


changed till the dead in Chriſt were riſen, 
ver. 16. and che dead in Chriſt ſhall 11 
« firſt.” 

6 apoſile; ver. 17. in a Amen beautiful cl. 
max, winds up the whole, and preſents a ſcene 
as elevating as grand; a ſeene that, ſanctified by 
the Spirit, will tranſport a ſoul with ſuch plea- 
ſure, as to mate him leſs than indifferent to 


"ol 


(6) 

very ſublunary joy ; yea, more than fearleſs of 
the grave: twill make his ſoul burn with "4 
fire after that day, when the grandeur of Ixho- 
VAH in our nature, and the falvation of all 
his church, ſhall ſhine in their infinite luſtre, 
< Then we which are alive, and remain, 
* ſhall be caught up TYether with them in 
© the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air : 3 
and ſo ſhall we ever be with the Lord. 

Having attempted to give the literal mean- 
ing of the text, as in connection with the 
ſubſequent context; I Need to the ſecond 
general propos'd. 7 

II. A diſtinct view of the ins contain'd 
in them, for the help of our faith, in its 
| moſt ſublime actings. For which purpoſe o 
muſt 

1. Conſider the beauty of the term ſeep, | 
applied: to the death of a believer, | 

2. The quieting, quickning, eſtabliſhing 
nature of the hope expreſſed in the words. 
1. The beauty of the term ſlecp, applied 
to the death of a believer. In natural ſleep 
there is a ſtrong reſemblance of death; but 
the beauties of this reſemblance reſpe& a 
believer's death, which is the matter of our 
preſent conſideration. 

1. It is the believer's blefſed repoſe. Sleep 
in nature {0 2 the ſenſes, and relieves 
72 the 


1 | 

the organs of the body, that the fatigues, 
hurries, and wearineſs of the day, are carried 
off. The active man, when the toils of the 
day are finiſhed, longs for his bed, and is 
glad to ſink into the ſoft repoſe of the night. 
How delightful a repreſentation this, of that 
bleſſed ſleep the child of God falls into at 
death, The chriſtian, fatigued with the ya- 
rious occurrences of time, deprefſed with 
the ſorrows that ariſe in this vale of tears, 
groaning in this tabernacle, being burdened, - 
overwhelmed with the ſtrength of inward 
corruption, or wounded with the arrows of 
temptation, now drops into the moſt undiſ- 
turbed fleep he ever. enjoyed. It is no 
wonder then that the believer's death is ſo 
emphatically deſcribed by fleep and ret. 
Thus in ver. 14. them alſo which fleep in 
* Jeſus, This ſpeaks forth the peculiar 
glory, as well as the comfort of ſuch a death. 
Sleep never was ſo honoured as in this and 
ſuch like expreſſions. But to ſleep in Fefus, 
is an expreſſion that requires ſome farther 
attention : let us therefore aſk, What is it 

to ſleep in Jeſus? It is dying in him, dying 

with an intereſt in him as the ſurety, atone- 

ment, refurrection, interceſſor, and king of 

His church. In Jeſas, in Chriſt, are ſcrip- 

ture expreſſions but theſe ſcripture expreſ- 
ſions, 


1 

ſions, at this day, ſcarce eſcape the reflee- 
tions of ſome who dare to ſtile themſelves 
"chrifkians ;: and the reaſon is, they denote 
ſuch an union to, dependence on, and com- 
munion with Chriſt, as the carnal heart 
does not reliſh, and thro' its deſperate pride 
cannot ſubmit to. - But, agreeable to the de- 
ſign of divine revelation, the very nature of 
falvation by Chriſt therein repreſented, ſhews 
that ſuch expreſſions ſignify more than dying 
or ſleeping in the belief of the doctrine of 
Chriſt: for 1 may believe a.truth I have no 
ſhare or intereſt in; ſo may I die believing 
the doctrines of Chriſt, without having an 
| intereſt in him. Conſequently this ſleeping 
in Jeſus reſpects the happy relation the per- 
ſon ſtands in to the Redeemer who is the 
elder brother of the church, and therefore 
ſtiled thus in ſcripture, Rom. viii. 29. Coloſ. 
i. 18. And he is the head of the body, the 
175 church; who is the beginning, the firſt- 
born from the dead, that in all things he 
£ might have the pre- eminence. The holy 
apoſtle Paul experimentally ſpeaks of this 
intereſt, when he ſays, Philip. iii. 9. And be 
found in him.“ The believer leeps in 
Jeſus; his body being redeemed from the 
captivity of the grave, by the blood of his 
elder brother. And 8 

3 The 
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Tue believet's death, agreeable to the. 

Ades in our text of ſleep, is alſo ſtiled et; 
Revel. xiv. 13. And I heard a voice from 
© heaven, faying unto me, write; bleſſed are 

the dead which die in the Lord from hence- 
forth: yea faith the ſpirit, that they may 
reſt from their labours. Some there have 
been, and ſome there are now, who aſſert 
the ſoul ſleeps with the body ſleepy notion 
It is as inconſiſtent with the nature of the ſoul 
of man, with all its active faculties, to ſleep 
with the body, as it is uncomfortable to the 
mind of a believer, and repu gnant to divine 

writ. But as it is not neceſſary to enlarge 
here, one text ſhall ſuffice, Acts vii. 59, 60. 
And they ſtoned Steplien, calling upon 

God, and ſaying, Lord Jeſus receive my 
* ſpirit —And he kneeled down, and cried 
© with a loud voice, Lord, lay not this fin 
© to their charge. And when he had ſaid 
* this, he fell aſleep, 

If it is a truth, that the foul Nleeps with 
che body, a groſs contradiction appears in 
theſe two verſes : in the one, Stephen prays 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt to receive his ſpirit, 

or his ſoul; and in the other, it is ſaid, * 
fell aus. 

It .is well known while the ſenſes of our 
bodies are under the power of refreſhing 

e Pos Hleep, 


(10) 
fleep, our ſouls, our thinking, parts, are a- 
wake and active. — But I proceed to obſerve, 
2. There is a farther beauty in the term, 
as it expreſſes the reality of the reſurrection 
of our bodies. 
It is called by this anlliar name /eep, to 
denote the body's waking out of death to 
meet the Lord. More ſure than the morn- 
ing light, which undraws the curtain of na- 
ture, and wakes us from our filent ſleep, 
(I fay more ſure than this) will the glorious 
light effulgent from the perſon of Chrift 
(which creates the brightneſs of that morn- 
ing) awake all his fleeping family. John v. 
28, 29. © the hour is coming, in the which 

© all that are in the graves ſhall hear his 

* voice, and ſhall come forth.” John xi. 25. 
© Jeſus ſaid unto her, I am the reſurrection 
© 2nd the life: he that believeth in me, 
© though he were dead, yet ſhall he live.” 
The man in health lies not down to fleep 
with ſuch a proſpect of certainly waking 
again, as the dying faint, when faith is in lively 
exerciſe. He expects he ſhall, at the morn- 
ing of the reſurrection, wake from the un- 
diſturbed repoſe of the grave; and indeed 
When the thouſands or hundreds of years 
are paſt, the body will wake, as tho it had 


been but one common | night in i its ſilent bed: : 
— the 


09 


the time will be no more tedious than the 
ſix or ſeven hours of ſound fleep to us in 
perfect health. We wake, and ſeem as if 
time had ſtood ſtill for us, nor were the mi- 
nutes feen to fly. This I apprehend is a 
grand reaſon why the Spirit of God gives 
us ſuch a repreſentation of death as our text 
and context afford. The believer's death 


and ſilent tomb are deſcribed in the moſt eaſy 
terms, that he may compoſedly ſmile in the 


view of them both. The Lord help us to 
believe] I proceed to the ſecond thing pro- 


poſed under the ſecond, general, viz. 


2. The quieting, quickning, and eſta- 
bliſhing nature of the hope expreſſed in the 
words. Hope is here introduced as the ar- 
Fut againſt immoderate ſorrow, _ © That 

ye ſorrow not, even as others which have 
"I hope. True hope holds the mind 
ſteady in the midſt of life's fluctuations, as 
the anchor keeps the veſſel from running 
a-drift on dangerous rocks and ſhoals—Hope 
ſoothes the heart, it brings the diſtracted 
thought into calmneſs and regularity. Mr, 
Gurnal uſes a very ſtrong and beautiful fi- 
mile to illuſtrate the ſanctiſied influence of 


this grace; ſays he, What the ſpunge is 


* to the cannon, when hot with often firing, 


* that is hope to the ſoul in multiplied af- 


C 2 F flictions ; 


4 
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= fiftiohs; it cools the ſpirit, and meekens 
x that it doth not fly in pieces, and break 


out into -diſtemper'd n or e 
e againſt God,” 


Sorrow is not n and tho' fin was 


the firſt ſpring of ſorrow to man; yet ſor- 
row in its own nature is not ſinful: nor do 
faith and hope, in their ſtrongeſt exerciſe, 


exclude the affections of nature; but only 
bound and regulate them. The paſſions of 


the ſoul, without the bridle of this rational 
faith and hope, are like fo many unmanaged 


ſteeds, running their own wild career; but 


the glory of true religion appears in having 


our thoughts and every paſſion of the mind 


brought into a facred obedience to Jeſus 
Chriſt. The. government of the mind, 
which philoſophers vainly talk of, is but a 
proud force put upon it: and indeed the 
grandeſt marks of their heroiſm are but 
baſe and fre cowardice *. Afflic- 


tions 57 


This we have a moſt inconteſtible, as well as mournful 
evidence of, in the admired tragedy, writ by the great Mr. 
Addiſon, ſtiled Cato, (and perhaps Ine of the moſt refined that 
appears an the ſtage): founded on facts recorded in hiftory. 

he wiſe Cato, the important ſenator, the grave and 
rigid diſciple of Plato, — Cæſar prevailed over proud 

mpey, could nat bear to become a captive, or tq 


ee a city he was a father of, fall into Tuins by che 


arms of Cæſar; and therefore with a preſumptuous view of 
immortality, and thro the Pride of his N dreſſed up in 


ig 


(G83) 
tions ſhould move us; it is unchriſtian to be 
like cold marble, in the midſt of ſeyere trials. 
To be ſullen, ſhews obſtinacy ; which we 
do not love to ſee in our children, when re- 
proved or corrected by us, Levity and in- 
difference ſhnew- a man to be like a wild 
aſs's colt. Can I part with a friend, a near 
relation, a child, a wife, a ſiſter; never, 
never to ſee them more in time, without 
ſome ſharp, ſtings. from ſuch, a loſs? Am 1 
forbid a tear? No. I ſee ſinleſs ſorrow fall 
from the eyes of Jeſus in gentle tears, John 
Xi. 35- © Jeſus wept.” If we are unaffected 
with afflictive providences, we fly in the 
face of a direct command, Micah, yi. g. 
* hear ye the rod, and who hath appointed 
the garment of : heroic virtue, like 4 mean coward, . ſabs 
bimielfl. ee ene mn 

e le'm weary of conjectures, this. mult end em. 


80 Laying his hand on his feword, 
* This, in a moment, brings me to an end 
«« But this informs me, I ſhall never die. 
Wh CATS EIS.) -Laying his hand on Plato's book. 
Had Cato (who ſhines fo illuſtrious in his character on the 
ſtage, to ſtrike the chri/ian ſpectators in the play-houſe; with 
— ſenſe of moral virtue) a divine revelation before him, 
inſtead of Plato; and had he known the meaning of a pa- 
tient goſpel hope, he would have put his inſtrument of death 
by with diſdain, and, like a chriſtian king obliged to fly from 
is throne thro” the vebellion of his ſon, would have ſaid, 
let him [ God] do to me what ſeemeth him gogd. If ſelf-murder 
is drefled up with ſuch elegance of ſtile, and repreſented as ſo 
grand an* inſtance of a brave heroic mind; and if heathen 
quotations fill our ſermons, inſtead of divine revelation ; what 
other conſequence can we expect in this age, but what we ſee, 
Dix. the increaſe of Deiſin, Suicide, and all other groſs im, 


moralites ? 


614) 

The very nature of the expreſſion you ſee 
is far from forbidding ſorrow ; but ſhews 
that ſorrow is to be mixed with a goſpel 
—_ * Sorrow not, even as others which 

© have no hope. | 0 
This hope reſpects two dune 3 * 
. Our comfortable hope of thoſe Who 


Are gone. Be pleaſed to remember the apo- 


| Me is ſpeaking of thoſe who ſleep in Jeſus. 


We have ſeeri they are not loſt, they are on- 
ly aſleep: their abſence, the uſe they were of 
us, and to others in this world, as well as the 
remembrance of the nearneſs of relation ſub- 
fiſting between them and us, is the matter of 
our ſorrow : but the ſatisfactory hope of 
their dying in Chriſt, and conſequently their 
waking i in his likeneſs, and. Joining us again; 
not in human wedlock, not in nature's bond, 
but in the glories of the Redeemer's triumph, 
ſweetly alleviates our grief: yea, this ſatis- 
factory hope is like a bank to our ſorrow; 
or, to borrow the idea, like the pump to 
the ſhip; it empties the waters of ſorrow 
aut of the finking mind, by which means 
the ſoul fafely rides the rough, * of trouble 
and affiction, | 


* a 
{iS 5.1 1 


fie This 


= . Nil. 30. For © in. the reſurrection they neither 
* marry, nor are given in marriage, but are as the angels of 
God in heaven. 


(As |) 

2. This hope, of neceſſity reſpects our own 
hope of an intereſt in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
Without this, the hope of our friends and te- 
lations dying in Chriſt would diſtract our _ 
ſouls with deſpair. _ | 

It is this hope of our kcal interoſhſl in 
Chriſt, in connection with what has been 
mentioned, that cheers the mind in all the 
breaches death makes in our families. 

The apoſtle, in this epiſtle, leads up hs 
ſoul to a view of that ſcene which preſents us 
with the conſummation of happineſs: the 
ſubje& before us directs us to a point in which 
centers the All of a rational ſoul, viz. being 
ſoul and body for ever with the Lord, This 
truth, grounded upon the nobleſt evidence; 
is the foundation of that ſolid peace our minds 
are ſolaced with, in the moſt gloomy ſhades 
of this life. An expectation of that period: 
when ſoul and body ſhall be reunited,” with 
a glory beyond all idea in this preſent ſtate of 
exiſtence ; an expectation of full ſatisfaction 
to all the powers of the ſoul in its reunion 
with a body changed by an omnipotent Saviour; 
and fitted for the ſpiritual entertainment of 
the heavenly world in the complete aſſem- 
bly of the redeemed ; is the ſummit of con- 
pg and the extent of immortal 


It 
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It is a moſt affecting conſideration; and a 
dreadful proof of the corruption of human 
nature, that the only ſubject which holds 
1 forth the eſſence of pleaſure and happineſs is 


| 3 the leaſt attended to. All men want to be 
lf happy ; though but very few know the way 
bl - in which they can become ſo. Moſt perſons 
. hope they ſhall be ſo; but it is not ſuch a 
| hope as my text expreſſes. Their hope is 


1 an anchor which fails in every ſtorm, and 
cannot by any means hold the mind com- 
poſed, when the floods of death ruſh over it 
with an overwhelming . of a miſera- 
ble r 

This Hope, dich A is Git, 1 25 80 
another form or belief drawn into expecta- 
tion, looks to a riſen Jeſus, as ſuch having ſa- 

_ _ tisfied the divine law to its utmoſt demand, 

and anſwered the infinite claim juſtice made, 

In a word, this hope looks to him, as having 
paid the price of our deliverance, by a life 
of perfect obedience and the moſt accurſed 
death of the croſs: and, as the certain 
reſult of this ſatisfactory payment, hope fixes 
on the riſen aſcended Jeſus, ſitting as a prieſt 
upon his throne, repreſenting his militant 
church, with all the bleſſings of the covenant 
in his hand, as having both authority and 
9 to raiſe the body from the duſt: it 

ſees 
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ſees his ability for ſuch an aſtoniſhing work 


to be no leſs than that which he diſcovered 


in cteating the world, and new forming it af⸗ 
ter the flood. N 
Let us now attend 40 4 few paſſages 


of ſcripture, . which throw a light upon 
what has been hinted, Rom. viii. 34. Who 
is he that condemneth ?' Chriſt that 
died? © yea rather that is riſen again.“ 
Remark here the reaſon of our hope, the 
death and reſurrection of the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. The apoſtle in the moſt beautiful 


elegance of expreſſion ſhews the neceſſity of 


our Lord's riſing as well as dying: Indeed he 
by his mode of expreſſion ſtrongly declares, 
that his death would not have been our diſ- 
charge, had he not lived again 8 Chriſt 
© that died, yea rather that is riſen again: 


and that the glory of this hope might ſhine 


in its grandeur, he proceeds; who is even 


© at the right hand of God; who alſo max- 


eth interceſſion for us. Hereby you ſee; 
that the anchor of all our comfort is within 
the vail, Another illuſtration of the foun- 


dation of this hope is in Heb. vii. 25. 
« Wherefore he is able alſo to ſave them to 


© the uttermoſt, that come unto God by 
him, ſeeing he ever liveth to make inter- 


ceſſion for them. There are two portions 


D Pe of 
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of ſcripture (among many that might be pro- 
duced) which ſtand as bleſſed arguments of 
the hope we are ſpeaking of.; the firſt is 
Hebr. vi. 18, 19, 20. The apoſtle in this 
paſſage ſets forth the immutability of the 
covenant, that covenant which was revealed 
to Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, who caſt their 
anchor where every believer does now; For. 
18. iT hat by two immutable things, i 

* which it is impoſſible for God to lie, ws 
© might have ſtrong conſolation, who have 
« fled for refuge, to lay hold of the hope ſer 
© before us. The hope ſet before the church 
of old was the riſen and exalted Saviour, 
exhibited to them in the perſon of Aaron, 
who, after the great typical atonement was 
made, entered the inner vail of the taber- 
nacle, with blood and incenſe, and as the 
people's repreſentative ſtood before the faces 
of Tenovan with typical acceptance. This 
was the goſpel-hope ſet before them in type: 
For this reaſon the people expreſſed the ut- 
moſt joy, when the high prieſt returned from 
His typical interceſſion; for if he had died 
while before the awful glory over the ſeat of 
covering mercy, their hope would have been 
cot off; ſo that yot find the object, matter, 
and foundation of our hope, are the ſame 
with that of our 2 Abraham and his 
m_— „„  » 


„ 3 
ſeed. Ver. 19. is explanative of what has 
been hinted in connection with the 2oth : 
Which hope we have as an anchor of the 
© ſoul both ſure and ſtedfaſt, and which 
* entereth into that within the vail, whither | 
© the forerunner is for us entered “. You fee; 
my brethren, the nature and foundation of 
this hope in my text, which blunts the. ſharp 
edge of grief. The other and laſt portion 
I ſhall quote, as an illuſtration of this part of 
our ſubject, is in 1 Peter i. 3. This text 
1 humbly apprehend, ſheweth that the grace 
of hope in us ſprings from the ſuperabun- 
dant mercy which provided the bleſſed ob- 
jet of our hope. Bleſſed be the God and 
Father of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, . who 
D anon . 
This text proves, that the real children of God under the 
Old teſtament diſpenſation, had a view of a riſen Saviour; 
for beyond diſpute the apoſtle refers to the type, and gives an 
expoſition of it. Thus Dr. Oven comments on the text. 
it was to inſtruct the Hebrews in the nature and uſe of the 
old tabernacle inſtitutions,” and from thence in the true na: 
ture of the prieſthood of Chriſt.* The text affords us a moſt 
clear argument to prove, that the people of old had the ſame. - 
goipel, hope wwe have, and that the knowledge of life and. 
immortality was diſcovered by the light of the goſpel to them; 
and not as a certain lame vindicator of chriſtian ty aflerts, 
during the interval between the ſecret divine purpoſe of re- 
* ſtoring mankind to the loſt inheritance of eternal life and the 
appearance of Chriſt, it remained a ſecrer.' Was this the caſe, 
the then peculiar people of God muſt have wanted common 
capacity; which we have no reaſon to e or elſe 2 

roſs reflection is caſt upon IE HO VAR, as eftabliſhing, by his 

acred authority, a religion exhibited in types, figures, pro- 
Jae and prophecies he never deſigned his own people to un- 
_ dcrſtand : a ſentiment as blaſphemous, as ablurd. | 
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* according to his abundant mercy, hath be- 
* gotten us again unto a lively hope, by the 
© reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt from the dead. 
This lively or living hope is beautifully il- 
luſtrated by biſhop Leigbton, in his expo- 
| ſition of this verſe, Says this excellent 
writer, A living hope, living in death it- 
te ſelf. The world dare ſay no more for its 
* device, but dum ſpiro ſpero, that is, while 
&« 1 breathe I hope; but the children of God 
* can add, by virtue of this living hope, 
e dum expiro ſpero, while 1 expire 1 hope.” 
Well may our apoſtle fay in our text, ſorrow 
not as others who have no hope, For this 
lively hope, which we have a little con- 
ſider'd as reſpecting the bleſſed ſtate of our 
departed friend, qur own intereſt in the re- 
ſurrection of Jeſus, and ſo of our meeting 
our dear relations and ſpiritual acquaintance 
with Chriſt, is a ſtrong ſupport to the mind, 
and occafions our ſorrow to dry up like wa- 
ter exhaled by the ſun. It diſſipates the 
gloom of the ſoul, and puts it into that poſ- 
ture deſcribed by the apoſtle Peter 2d. epiſt, 
lil. 12. Looking for and haſting unto,” or 
as in the margin, baſiing the coming of 
F the day of God.“ Not that our wiſhes, 
rayers, &c. haſten the purpoſes of the deity : 
bur the meaning is, that Li foul, when 
faith. 


( 21 1 | 
faith and hope are in lively exerciſe, is Nha | 
the affectionate ſpouſe looking out to ſee her 
long expected huſband : ſhe repeats her 
look, and, had ſhe power according to her 
wiſhes, would haſten his approach. But 
ſuch is the excellency of this well-grounded 
hope, that while it animates the ſoul with 
ardent and holy defires of being with Chriſt, 
it curbs impatience, helps the believer tobe in 
a waiting as well as longing poſture; know- 
ing that the abſence of our chriſtian friends 
from us, and our diſtance from the full glo- 
ries of the Redeemer, will ſoon be over 
when all the happineſs a covenant God hath 
promiſed, and. our forerunner 1s gone to take 
poſſeſſion of for his people, ſhall be richly 
beſtowed upan us. Thus, to the honour 
of free grace, the believer is enabled to a- 
: dapt the language of the pſalmiſt, Pſ. xxvii. 
14. wait on the Lord: be of good cou- 
rage, and he ſhall ſtrengthen thy heart.” 
Scripture expreſſions are always ſignificative, 
To expreſs the encouragement to wait on 
the Lord, here is introduced the maſt en- 
gaging argument; for he ſhall ſtrengthen,” 
what ? thy heart : denoting the inward” real 
ſtrength Jenovan communicates ; the heart 
being the fountain of animal life, which 
5 ſends forth conſtant ſupplies thro” the whole 
5 ſyſtem 
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ſyſtem of man, the expreſſion moſt perti- 
nently deſcribes that living ſtrength JeHovan 
fends into the ſoul, by which it becomes 
divinely ſtrong ; and becauſe the object of 
our faith is ſo excellent, and faith in exerciſe 
fo comfortable, the pſalmiſt repeats the 
charge Wait, 1 ſay, on the Lord. ag | 


42 | IAM ers. | 

'7. Let us obſerve the glory of that ſatis- 
faction, which hath made the believer's 
death the ſweet repoſe of his body : we have 
ſeen in our enlargement on the text, that 
believers only drop into a happy fleep when 


they die. With a holy ſurpriſe! we may, 


with aſtoniſhment; again afk, how comes 
this to paſs ? Death entered by fin ; it was 
the curſe denounced againſt Adam, upon the 
violation of that law he was under, Gen. 
n. 17. For in the day thou eateſt thereof, 
thou ſhalt ſurely die.” How then comes 
the believer's death to be fo ſweet a repoſe ? 
What has changed his grave into a bed of 


reſt ? The death of * the of are ſeed 
of 


, 


| The ord a evart 2 in hs form of a 3 
tive is tranſlated hope ; and I bembly apprehend the holy 
choſe this word twice in this verſe to inforce the ſame 


ſta 
thing; becauſe the idea is ſo ſtrong, as to afford. us a view of 
the very ſoul drawn” out in expeRation upon the ſure objecł. 
Mr; Ainſworth tranſlates it apy expect. 


2 


„ 
3 


8 


Chriſt keeps g the ** in his ſovereign hand, 
haut 2 09% 


( 23) 


of the woman who became accurſed, hg 
took the curſe upon himſelf, and ſubmitted 
to die a victim to divine juſtice, I fay.che 
death of this great ſurety has taken the curſe 
out of death; ſo that tho indeed it is death 

in a natural ſenſe, as it diſſolves the body, | 
and ſeparates the ſoul from it; yet it is not 
death, in the awful ſenſe of the word. There! 18 
ſomething in the idea of death, that ſtrikes 
human thought with ſolemnity, and often 
makes nature ſhudder. Nor is this to be 
wondered at, when we conſider the oreat- 
neſs. of the change death makes ; a change 


our ideas fail in the view. of: for none who 


have known the change, have been per- 
mitted to come back and explain it to us. 
But the believing view of the ſatisfaction 

our infinite ſurety has made to divine law 
and juſtice, helps the ſoul to ſee with ad- 


miration the diſmal meſſenger changed in- 


to the harbinger of glory; death lays aſide 
its terror, and comes with a ſmile; inſtead | 
of being an arreſt, is the gentle meſſage 
which the believer's Elder-brother ſends to 
fetch him home to his poſſeſſion. O, how 
glorious muſt be the ſatisfaction our Re- 
deemer has made ! the grave no more a pri- 
ſon! It is a chamber of reſt; Jeſus 


whiſper diſtreſs, to ſpoil the repoſe. 


_ univerſal king, has power over; but it ſignifies 


after his reſurrection When the glorious Redeemer yielded 


” 24) 
and takes under his own 'proteftion thoſk 
bodies he has redeemed.—O ſoft repoſe 


from every care! No ſcating dream to ter- 
rify in this fleep ! No devil to intrude and 


Liſten, my ſoul, to the ' grandeur of the 
Redeemer's own words, which ſhew the 
glory of his ſatisfaction, and point us to the 
perfection and largeneſs of that price by 
which we are redeemed from the power of 
death and the grave, Rev. i. 18. I am he 
that liveth, and was dead; and behold, 
J am alive for evermore, Amen; and have 
the keys of hell and of death.“ The 
word bell does not ſigniſy here the place of 
the damned; which, ttis true, he, as the 


the grave, Acne, which he, as our ſurety, took 
the key of, when he came out of the ſe- 
pulchre; for tho he yras carried in as a pri- 
ſoner, he came out as a conqueror x. Such 
a glory attends the divine ſatisfaction, that 


the * of God's ele& triumphs in the 
| apoftle's 


2 The 3 of ch death appæar'd in . ſample of 


the reſurrection, when the ſaints roſe out of their graves, 


ap the ghoſt, among other ſurpriſing events, the graves of 


many faint; were opened, but till it was declared, by his re- 


ſurrection, that hi atonement was complete, their bodies 
came vot out of their graves. Chriſt was the- firſt begotten, 


the firſt born, the firſt fruits. —Sce Mat. xxvii. 52, 53. 


625 7 0 
apoſtle's language, 1 Corinth. xy, 55, 86, 55 7. 
O death, where is thy ſting? O grave, 
© where is thy victory? The ſting of death 
is ſin ; and the ſtrength of ſin is the law.” 
The image painted is very ſtrong and na- 
tural. Death is as harmleſs as the ſerpent 
when its ſting is taken out: it remains in 
the ſhape of a ſerpent, but it is à ſerpent 
without its poiſon. So death is death ſtill, 
but the deadly nature of it is gone. Sin, 
which is the ſting, is taken out, being atoned 
by Chriſt ; and that law) which gave ſuch 
a ſtrength to the ſting, is by him perfectly 
ſatisfied: therefore the apoſtle may well pro- 
ceed in the triumph, but thanks be to God, 
who giveth us the victory * our Lord 
6 | Jeſus Chriſt.” 5 
2. Let us admire that power by 9 

the body ſhall be awaked and raiſed. How * 
this is done is beyond the ken of a finite be- 
ing. It is as grand preſumption, as it is 
weakneſs, to pry into the arcana of deity; 
and at the ſame time it is as abſurd to dii- 
pute a truth, becauſe we cannot | adequately 
comprehend it, The doctrine of the reſur- 
rection ſtretches our thoughts to the wideſt _ 
_ conceptions of divine power; but when, we 


have 'ſoar'd the higheſt we can in conte: 


plation, we are loſt in the expanſe, and muſt 
P 
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ety out, as the ſum of all our knowledge, 
The power is infinite. The works of God 
in our ſyſtem illuſtrate this glory, in which 
we ſee infinite power diſplay'd, while the 
diſcerning eye of the moſt penetrating judg- 
ment cannot underſtand how that power acts. 
As for inſtance, the reviving, the reſurrec- 
tion (1 may call it) of the corn, the very 
thing the apoſtle Paul refers to in 1 Cor. 
xv. to illuſtrate the reſurrection of the 
body by, is as great a myſtery as it is a truth 
in nature. The ſmall grain of corn, we 
know, dies and rots in the earth *. By the 
agents in nature, this little grain receives 
ſuch a life as to riſe thro” the earth in a ten- 
der blade, till it becomes a tall ſlender ſtem, 
loaded with the fruitful ear. I ſay, we know 
this to be the effect of thoſe agents God has 
made to operate here. In the wonders of 
nature, we ſtand and adinite what every huſ- 
bandman's boy knows to be true, and is con- 
Nantly converſant vyith; and what the greateſt 
philoſopher muſt acknowledge hath ſecrets in 
It, that all his learning has given him no 
key to unlock. The power by which na- 
ture makes its yearly reſurrection in the 
i: 80 _ ww” cold deadneſs of winter, 

e 55 eee 
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* 1 Cor. xv, 36. „Thou ive — which OY bet, 
is not quickned, except it die. 


b x 
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points us from one glory to another: and 
tho, according to our finite :quaintance. 
with things, in one inſtance the exertion of 
power appears more eminent than in another. 
there are no degrees with God, to whom it 
is as caſy to create a world, yea, a new ſy» 
tem, as to form the ſmalleſt inſect. Well 
may we with humble boldneſs uſe the a- 
poſtle's words, Acts xxvi. 8. Why ſhould: 
it be thought a thing incredible with you, 
© that God ſhould raiſe the dead When 
we view God's power as infinite, the ſin 
of unbelief that queſtions the accompliſh- | 
ment of a promiſe, appears with the aggra- 
vation of atheiſm: while faith, fixing upon 


the omnipotence of Jexovan, connected 
with, his word and oath, views the doctrine 


of the reſurrection with -adoration, and re- 
joices in it, as being big r nc 
and the ſaints comfort. | * 5 
We are led to admire, ths; ata diftlaride: 

thi Jory of that morning in which we ſhalt 
awake. Our ideas here fail; but it is a glory 
we are encouraged, yea, chmnidiided, to be 
thinking and ſpeaking of; tho' all our 
thoughts are too little for the ſubjeck. The 
natural morning, when it opens -without a 
cloud; and the light, adorn'd as à bride- 
0 groom coming out of his chamber and re- 
* * Joicing 


joicing x 28 4 ſtrong man to run a race, ſpreads 
a glory, better conceived- of in the mind 
than expreſſed by the boldeſt language. 

But, O ! the pale light of the cen is more 
equal to the glory that breaks from the eaſt 
when the ſun riſes,” than all the glory of the 
ſun in its meridian is to that morning, which 
ſhall open upon the church, when the dead 
in Chriſt ſhall riſe. 

As the tate of the belieyer, with foul 20d 
body reunited at the reſurrection, will be too 
grand for the preſent ſyſtem, there will be 
no need of the natural fun to add to the 
glory of that day; but he whoſe unerring 

ill and unequal'd power form'd this. vaſt 
ſyſtem, and adjuſted every part; at whoſe 
word light was formed out of darkneſs ; ta 
whoſe praiſe ſun, moon, and ſtars ſend forth 
their light; I fay, He Jenovan in our na- 
ture diffuſing the grandeurs of the Godhead, 
will be the unclouded glory of that morn- 
ing; a glory that will admit no other to be 
named with it. I am well perſuaded, 
with the great Dr. Owen, that the complex 

perſon” of Chriſt is the glory of heaven. 
In him is all the manifeſtation the deity will 
give of himſelf to his creatures, The ador- 
able myſtery of the goſpel, the apoſtle Paul 
Laue us, Ikegond * nr God 
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1 ( 29) 5 
© manifeſted in the fleſh*,” This was the 
expettation of every believing Jew ; this was 
what rejoiced the heart of Abraham, who, 
ſaw Chriſt's. day, This indeed was the ſub» 
lime theme of the Old-teſtament Hymns, 
This was the marrow of every type; the, 
manifeſtation. of God in our fleſh. In the 
fulneſs of time he came. In the days of his, 
humiliation, when he appeared with the. 
ſins, the curſe, and ſorrows of his elect upon 
him, his glory was vail'd ; but when this 
blefled Saviour ſhall come * ſecond time 
without ſin unto ſalvation, he will diſplay; 
the riches of the covenant, the magazines, 
of mercy, the ſuperabundance of grace, in 
raiſing our nature to ſuch a glory, as it could, 
never have enjoyed, had not the redeeming. 
God united it to himſelf. —O, my. brethren, 
with what a devout gaze did thoſe diſciples, 
look up, when their maſter's chariot carried; 
him to his palace, Acts ii. 9, 10, 11. And 
© a cloud received him out. of their fight, 
and while they looked ſtedfaſtly. toward: 
heaven: as he went up, behold two men 
« ſtood by them in white apparel, which 
f alſo faid unto them, - No. men of Galilie, 


c why ſtand ye gazing up into heaven? Thi 
f * 5 WIN! is taken up from yaw, 
| inte 


24 Tim. ut, 16. 
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be into heaven, ſhall fo come in like manner 
as ye have ſeen him go into heaven. Was 
the ſurpriſe ſo great, when the conquering 
Saviour aſcended, unſeen by the men of the 
world but glorious in the eyes of his admiring. 
diſciples ? What muſt the admiration + be, 
when he will come with his holy angels; 
when every eye ſhall behold him; when 
that countenance, once beſmear'd with tears 
and blood, ſhall ſhine with unfpeakable glory, 
and ſmile falvation on his church? O Sirs, how 
great the aftoniſhment, when the Redeemer 
ſhall appear with every individual of his pur- 
ehafed people, with their bodies raiſed in beauty 
and luſtre like his own, preſenting all his breth- 
ren before the Father with joy, which no mu- 
fic; vocal or inſtrumental, on earth can raiſe. 
The apoſtle Jude view'd the compleatneſs 
of that ſalvation the Redeemer wrought for 
his church as God in our nature, when he con- 
cludes his epiſtle, pointing us to the very day 
we are admiring, ver. 24, 25. © Now unto 
© him that is able to keep you from falling, 
« and to preſent you faultleſs, before the 
© preſence of his glory with exceding joy.” 
The word in the original denotes exultation, 
a ſtrength of gladneſs. No wonder ſuch a 
word is uſed, When the period referred to 


is the ſummit of immortal frumon and joy; 
| ; $ Toe 


( 31 jp 
To the only wife God our Saviour be glory, | 


Kc. Upon the whole then ̃ 

Let us pray for a realizing view of theſe 
thioks which our text and context point us 
to. I hope in preaching and writing, my 
aim is to ſet aſide all creature qualifications, 
or any ſuperiority of claim one chriſtian has 
upon God above another, from any extraor- 
dinary gift or grace beſtowed, or duty per- 
formed, or privitege granted. Yea, I am 
not aſhamed to own, but rejoice in the aſ- 
ſertion, That the moſt lively act of faith is 
no part of our juſtification before, or ac- 
ceptance with, God: that one man, by na- 
ture, is upon no better terms with the deity 
. than another; but that all are alike guilty 

before him; righteous Saul upon a par with 
the thief upon the croſs before the Al- 
mighty; and that the act of faith is not our 
juſtification; but the obedience, death, and 
reſurrection of Chriſt, which faith pleads, 
is the whole and only ground of our juſ- 
tification, in the fight of a holy and juſt 
God. I ſay, this aſſertion, founded on re- 
velation, I glory in; yet, as I would take 


the comfort of lan a noble revealed prin- 
ciple, I would honour the Holy Spirit, by 
begging his ſacred influence'to enable me to 


5 — the conſummation of bliſs in the per- 
fon 


(32) 
ſon of the Mediator, at the day of our re- 
ſurrection; the want of which is the awful 
ground of our gloomy periods, and fad diſ- 
treſſes The want of this is the introduc- 
tion to thoſe carnal worldly defires, which 
alienate our hearts from heaven, and occa- 
ſion the unhappy conformity we too often 
ſhew to this world. Whereas a realizing 
view of that morning, in which we ſhall 
awake with Chriſt's likeneſs, throws a vale 
over the tranſitory pleaſures of a flattering 
ſtate, and ſpreads a delight thro' the mind 
in the midſt of its ſevereſt difficulties. The 
believer's hope is within the vail, and there- 
fore it is not material what are the difap- 
pointments he meets with from without. The 
rich man, whoſe hopes riſe no higher than 
the ſtocks, funds, &c. is an object of pity; 
they ſink and fall as the intereſt of his ſub- 
ſtance does: whereas the believer, who caſts 
his anchor within the vail, is very eaſy, for no 
n change makes an alteration there. 

The man of this world, whoſe hopes hang 
on the ſucceſs of trade, is ruffled, dejected and 
ſunk into diſtreſs, by an unhappy venture, 
an unproſperous wind, the force of an ene- 
my, or the failure of his correſpondent: but 
the hope, my text refers to, lies beyond the 
ſtorm of "ug or winds. z beyond the force 

I of 


( 33) 
af an enemy, or the failure of a creature, O 
bleſſed hope ! ſure and ſtedfaſt. The man, 
whoſe hopes hang on the ſmiles and friend- 
ſhip of the world, is a moſt melancholy be 
object. He is poor and ſtarving ; in the midft.. 
of his expectations. His morning is bright, 
but his noon is overcaſt. . His hope is like 
the tree in March, full of gay bloſſoms, but 
the cold winds of diſappointment leave the 
branches bare. Curſed is man that truſteth 
in man. But the hope and realizing. view, 
of the glories, my text and context point us 
to, can have no blaſt; the object being the 
ſame yeſterday, to day, and for ever. Jeſus 
is riſen, and becauſe he lives, we ſhall live 
alſo. His reſurrection produces, as we have 
ſeen, a living and lively hope. 8 os 
= 1 again: ſay it, let us Tg . 
throne of grace, for the realizing, enter- 
taining view of what. we ſhall enjoy, when. 
we ſhall awake ta meet the Lord in the air. 
If ſuch a view. as this was realiz'd, with 
what compoſure. ſhauld we follow-our dear 
relatives to their carthy beds l. with what ſe⸗ 
renity ſee them ot and think it cruel to wiſh, 
them wak'd again! "Wer! 
Let the view of our text t be bing matter 17 
our prayer, who have been Wilen wies * 


n providences. „ 
F Obie 


. 

One of this congregation, who heard her 
laſt ſermon in this place, is fallen aſleep — 
but it is in Jeſus; - with two babes, ſhe lies 
ſweetly at reſt——Happy babes who ſtept 
into this world to die, that they might ſhew 
the effect of fin ; but ſtept back to glory, 
to magnify the Wperabümdhnbe of free grace. 
— Here was nothing to make the dear in- 
fants (if capable of reflection) to with they 
might ſtay. Nature recoils Muſt death 
take three at once? — Was it not enough, 
that the two young ſtrangers ſhould quit the 
ſtage l but muſt the mother that bore them 
lie down and make her bed in the ſame grave 
with them? and that in the midſt of her days; 
the grief of a widowed mother, an affec- | 
tionate huſband, and loving brother! What, 
muſt not ſhe be ſpared, to be the ſtaff” of ger 
mother's age, the delight of her huſband, 
and the faithful nurſe of her dear child; a 
child too young to know its loſs pkg) - | 
Huſh nature. The divine pleaſure would 


have it otherwiſe.” Death did not ruſh into 


the family as an armed enemy, to ſeize his 
prey. Death did no more than, his faithful 
and tender office. Death came as the meffen- 
ger of life.—The daughter of many prayers 
is taken, with the fruit of her womb, to 
oele- | 


1 8 
celebrate the God of Abraham, Iſaac, and 
Jacob. Faith and Rope here bid nature be 
ſtill. The ſtroke is from a father. Wiſdom 
appointed it, the hand of love gave it, and 
mercy {ſmiles thro the cloud. A few revo- 
lutions more of time, and the whole nl r 
vidence will appear, not to the eye of faith, 
but open viſion, tranſparently clear. ; 
No perſon more timorous of dying, per- 
haps, than our dear relative, when in health: 
but for the encouragment of the timorous, let 
me fay ; ſhe never ſhut her eyes to nature's 
ſleep with a ſofter air, _ ſhe cloſed ape: 
to her laſt repoſe. 
Within twelve hours of: wie death, Ge 
declared ſhe had no doubt of bleſſedneſs in 
the other world ; that her whole dependence 
was on the rock Chriſt; and that her mind 
was entirely eafy as to theſe great things. 
The doctrines of free grace ſhe learned 
| when a child; free grace wrought theſe 
truths into her heart, interwove them in her 
life, and compoſed her ſoul in death. 
O my dear friends, can language be ſtrong 
enough to expreſs the value of this hope 
upon a death-bed ? The great, the noble, 
the honourable, the rich, in death, without 
an intereſt in the riſen Saviour, periſh in the 
moſt 


; 


"lard. 

moſt bonrbie ae and leave their eſtates, 
titles, &c. as but pieces of the wreck k. 
To conclude, We may well be longing 4 

for the bleſſed day, when hope gives up to 
eternal fruition. When: fathers, , mothers, 
huſbands, wives, brethren, ſiſters, children, 
and friends, yea the whole church, that 
ſlept in Chriſt, ſhall join the ſhout, with 
which the Lord of the univerſe in our na- 
ture will deſcend : a ſhout like that which 
mariners make, after a long and dangerous 
voyage upon ſeeing their native ſhore, and 
arriving at their peaceful harbour. For 

* the Lord himſelf ſhall deſcend. from heas, 

ven with a ſhout.” 


1 ——- Some fink outright ; ; 
Oer them and o'er their names, the biltowscloſe; 
To- morrow know not they were ever born. 
Others a ſhort memorial leave behind, 4 
Like a flag floating when the bark's OT 
{It _ 2 moment, and is ſeen no more. 
| Dr. Younc's 1 70 7 8 
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